WORKING PRINCIPLES 


Think about Vasari's boast that before his time it took 

a Michelangelo six years to finish a single work of art 
whereas he, Vasari, having reduced the art of Leonardo 

da Vinci Michelangelo and Raphael to a system of rules 
made it possible for an artist to complete six works of 
art in a Single year and know that two of the options 
open to every generation of artists are (1) to reject 

as invalid all those understandings and utilizations of 
the principles of revision that are utilized by artists 
except those that were utilized by either the preceding 
generation of artists or by any single generation of 
artists and utilize in more or less the same manner the 
principles of revision as they were understood and uti- 
lized by that generation to bring into existence works 

of art--to choose this option is in effect to worship 
oldness for its own sake (2) to reject as invalid all 
those understandings and utilizations of the principles 
of revision that are utilized by artists that were uti- 
lized either by the preceding generation of artists or 

by all preceding generations of artists and attempt to 
utilize the principles of revision that are utilized by 
all artists in a wholly new manner in bringing into exis- 
tence autonomous-aesthetic phenomena--to choose this 
option is in effect to worship newness for its own sake. 
Those who worship oldness for its own sake hold up the 
mirror so to speak exclusively to the art of a preceding 
generation, those who worship newness for its own sake 
refuse to hold up the mirror so to speak either to the 
art of the preceding generation or to all preceding 
generations. Those who are interested in bringing into 
existence autonomous-aesthetic phenomena who choose 

either of those options commit as it were aesthetic sui- 
cide. Those who in any generation are interested in 
bringing into existence works of art and who do so it 
goes not without saying do not--because they acknowledge 
(1) that all understandings and utilizations of the prin- 
ciples of revision that are utilized by all artists to 
unify/organize the presentational and representational 
levels of the works of art that they bring into existence 
that are inseparable from particular spatial and temporal 
coordinates and hence from the particular secondary grav- 
itational and electromagetic forces that affected those 
spatial coordinates at a given time are valid (2) that 
every generation's understanding and utilization of the 
principles of revision is in effect in some ways similar 
to that of a previous generation of artists and in some 
ways different from that of any other generation of art- 
ists--choose either of those options open to all artists. 





